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An Important Message from the Network
Mission:
Network for Peace
through Dialogue
creates opportunities
for individuals and
groups to engage in
constructive
conversation in an
atmosphere of
openness and mutual
respect.

This year, 2016, will be the final year for the Network for Peace through
Dialogue as a non-profit organization, even as our work goes on as usual.
During the 2016 year we will continue with the Our Common Ground project, our work with others to stop human trafficking, and the expansion of
our media outreach.
Our journey began 30 years ago with an invitation from Ute Wannig, a charismatic sociologist from Germany who had the dream of bringing grassroots
people engaged in peacemaking from the northern and southern hemispheres
together to learn how to end militarization and debilitating oppression. How
could the people from the northern and southern hemispheres be enabled to
dialogue with one another?
For over a decade we collaborated with German and Philippine partners in
international workshops on topics such as: traces of fascism in modern society, effects of (U.S.) bases in one’s country, economic conversion of military
production to civilian uses, and, with groups from Latin America, on the impact of religious fundamentalism on democratic movements.
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As U.S. involvement grew we initiated Living Room and Online Dialogues
on human rights issues, sponsored two nationwide conferences on dialogue,
and did extensive work with youth in Harlem, which included a city-wide
conference. Then came focused work on sustainability in neighborhoods,
stopping human trafficking and care for the earth. All the while dialogue has
been the methodology, because of its value in building peace.
We know this work has just begun. However, we take heart that the concept
of dialogue has taken root in many areas of life, from enriching personal relationships to laying groundwork for international diplomacy.
Virginia, Kathleen, Peggy Ray and the 55 other staff and interns who have
worked in the project over the years have networked and collaborated with
hundreds of individuals and groups who will continue the work in the future.
In addition, as you saw in our fall 2015 newsletter, we are delighted that our
files will be available for researchers in the Schlesinger Library for the History of Women in the US at Harvard University.
None of this could have been accomplished without the moral and financial
support of hundreds of people like you. Thank you for being with us.
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From the Director
We are delighted to host German founders of CIL, Ute
Wannig and Monika Treber the last three weeks of May.
While here, they will be featured at the Migrant Center
sharing with us about the refugee situation in Europe
and Germany. See the adjoining “Coming Up” for details and join us.
It is very fitting that they are here in our final year for
the Network for Peace. We continue with a very active
program in Our Common Ground and Human Trafficking programs. Our four fall Living Room Dialogues
provided opportunities to dig deeper into Laudato Si’,
the recent encyclical of Pope Francis on care for the
earth. As 2016 began we continued with four more sessions on care for the earth.
Continuing our efforts at stopping human trafficking we
participated in the Commission on the Status of Women
(CSW) during their two week focus in March. We met
with a delegation from Taiwan who are working with
trafficked women there. We attended nine sessions and
co-sponsored one. We joined in a well-organized forum
on trafficking at Holy Trinity Catholic Church, E. 82nd
St. NYC, which was a follow up to the session we presented there last year. Commitments for action were
gathered and sent back to the participants.
We have maintained a vibrant presence on Facebook
and Twitter, spreading knowledge and hope by presenting work being done as well as ways for others to be
involved. All of our activities are noted there as well as
thought-provoking contributions of others.

Coming Up
May 14, 4:30 – 8 pm
Spring Fling, 73 Fifth Ave, NYC
Donation $100 per person, $150 per
couple, children free
RSVP
May 25, 6-9pm
Mediterranean Grave!: The German
Experience of the Refugee Crisis.
Discussion with Ute Wannig & Monika
Treber, German founders of CIL
San Damiano Hall
Church of St. Francis of Assisi
127 W. 31 Street, NYC
RSVP
Living Room Dialogues
May 17 and June 15
Living Room Dialogues
240 E. 93rd St. Apt 3H, NYC
Please bring a snack to share.
RSVP
of you working for justice and peace. There is
a lot more to do.
—Virginia Dorgan

So far, we have sent seven file boxes of materials to the
Schlesinger Library at Harvard to be available for researchers. As you recall from the last newsletter this
library is dedicated to the history of women in the
United States. They will also harvest our website.
Some people ask, “What will you do next?” We will
continue spreading word on important issues of peacemaking and dialogue. We will cooperate with the many

One of our activities during “Earth Week” was a
visit to the High Line, a New York riverside promenade. Maisha Todd, right, guided us in drawing our
impressions of what we saw there. Also pictured are
Marjorie Ihrig, left and Carol Schommer. More

Network for Peace through Dialogue is a 501(c)3 organization and depends on individual contributions. Any contribution you can make in cash, stock, or a bequest will help to further our work. The
address and phone number are on the cover of this newsletter. Thank you.
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How We Celebrated Earth Week at the Network
This year we extended Earth Day to a Week with several activities. On the previous Friday, we
went to New York’s High Line, a riverside park noted as a promenade featuring borders of native
plants, to draw and/or color our impressions of what we saw. On Monday we went to the American Museum of Natural History to see an exhibit entitled “The Secret World Inside Us” and expand our understanding of what is going on under the skin of our earthly selves. Then on Wednesday, we visited the Imani Garden, a community garden in Brooklyn overseen by Gregory Todd, a
practitioner of urban permaculture. Greg had previously impressed us during a Skype interview

Permaculture at Imani Garden

“The Secret World Inside Us” Exhibit

By Peggy Ray

By Marjorie Ihrig
“Your body is teeming with trillions and trillions of
bacteria and other microbes – and that’s a good
thing!” That was the main message of the exhibit.
It was a revelation to me – a paradigm reversal.

As a boy scout growing up in Michigan, Greg Todd
took very seriously the scout rule that you should
always leave the campground in better shape than
you found it.

Previously antibiotics were considered good and
bacteria bad. Now, bacteria good, and even vital. I
was impressed by the colorful, imaginative, and instructive panels proving this point.

That rule still guides his behavior, though nowadays he applies it to his neighborhood of Crown
Heights, Brooklyn; New York City, and the entire
planet. He calls the work he does “urban permaculture,” a search for ways that we can restore our
damaged earth and learn to live sustainably on it.

Of the seven stops in the exhibition, the two describing human conception, pregnancy, birth and
infancy were the strong points to me. They showed
that an expectant mother’s diet affects the fetus.
Also, that the placenta protects a fetus from bad
bacteria and provides a sterile environment.

In 2007, he and some friends located an unused
community garden in their neighborhood and have
since developed Imani Garden as a permaculture
experiment. Visiting it was one of the Network’s
Earth Week activities and it was both sad and instructive.

When the baby is born, that changes. It acquires the
mother’s microbes while coming through the birth
canal, and these microbes provide the newborn the
protection of the mother’s immune system. Cesarean sections, so commonly performed today, deny a
newborn this protection.

It was sad because a beautiful, old willow tree that
spread its sheltering branches over part of the site
and provided a cool and inviting gathering place in
the summer was threatened with destruction. (See a
photo of this tree on page 6.) As a result of convoluted city tax policies, the lot on which it stands had
been sold.

Breast milk is also favored over commercial formula. It is more nutritious, prevents allergies, promotes good digestion and sound sleep while creating a bond between mother and baby.

It was instructive because of the many ways that the
garden modeled ways of sustainable living. For
instance, you could bake your bread there or cook
up some pizza. Near the tree was a cob oven that
the gardeners had built. Salvaged chunks of concrete formed the base of the oval structure with a

This tiny universe of microbes inside us and their
far-reaching benefits are an item that modern technology is re-evaluating to promote good health.
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clay and straw mixture making a dome over the top. The oven is heated
with wood.
(Continued on page 4)
(Continued from page 3)
Hungry for meat or eggs? Adjoining the lot where the tree lived was a
fenced-in chicken run and coop where 19 chickens have plenty of room to
move about. Part of their diet is a mash of grains brought to them from a
near-by brewery, a by-product of the brewing process.
Moving along the block, you pass a house and then find the entrance to
the major part of Imani Garden. This is where vegetables are grown. First
you find a series of five wooden bins where the gardeners and neighbors
can bring their kitchen scraps for composting. In addition, during the
summer months, Greg bicycles to a near-by coffee shop weekly and collects two five-gallon buckets of coffee grounds for the bin.

Greg Todd describing the composting
proceses.

Because Greg turns the material in the bins frequently, the kitchen scraps
become compost in two months. The compost then goes into 13 raised
beds where vegetables are grown by 15 gardeners who plan the garden
collectively and spend two hours a week taking care of the beds in order
to collect a share of the harvest. Right now there are small lettuces in the
beds that had been started in a greenhouse the gardeners had been able to
build as a result of receiving a $1500 grant from the Citizen’s Committee
for NYC.
Inside the 12x14-foot greenhouse, Greg has designed an ingenious system
for maintaining an even temperature. Boards for setting out the plants
rest on large barrels containing water. The moisture from the barrels does
the job of regulating the temperature.

The greenhouse and garden beds.

Another permaculture feature is a 500-gallon tank which collects and
stores water draining off the roof of the house that abuts the garden. This
water would otherwise run off into the city’s sewers during a rainfall and
be sent to a sewage treatment plant. Instead it waters the gardens.
Greg points out that most humans live in cities today. If we have a
chance to preserve the planet, urban permaculture will be of utmost importance. All of New York could become a giant permaculture project if
we compost the thousands of tons of kitchen scraps thrown away each
day, grow more of our own food, and conserve water.

Appeal for the tree and staffer Fiona

Because of our concern for the fate of the lovely willow tree, on Earth
Day we sent an appeal to our many friends asking them to contact the NY
state attorney general’s office. There still may be a possibility that the
new owner of the tree’s lot could be persuaded to swap it for a different
one controlled by Imani Garden. This would require the intervention of
the state.
Happy chickens.
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Memoir: A Formative Experience in the Philippines
By Kathleen Kanet
During May of this year our German colleagues will be with us in NYC. We are excited to have them with
us. We worked so closely with them in our early years, and they were the introduction and inspiration of
what we have grown to become.
Our first international workshop with them in 1988 was to determine the effects of the American military
bases in the Philippines. We visited Olongapo City which overlooked the beautiful Subic Bay. Here the
American Navy docked several times a year for repair of its battleships and time for the “rest and relaxation” of the sailors.
As the home of the U.S. Navy fleet, thousands of US Navy men lived in this huge base. Women from all
areas of the Philippines, very young and very poor, came to Olongapo to work in bars which were all actually brothels. Many of these young women came with the hope they would meet and marry a U.S. sailor.
We were told how the military officers on the ships would hype the sexual possibilities that could be had in
Olongapo to the younger sailors.
During our visit, which included Ute Wannig and Monika Treber, our German founders of CIL, and Alice
Sobrevinas, our Filipina partner, we would go “downtown” at night to see what was happening. Tiny young
women, scantily clothed, were standing at the doors outside the bars or inside. Looking in, we saw them
dancing in dim light around poles or sitting at the bar next to what seemed like gigantic American sailors.
During the day we would see many children roaming around the city. They roved in groups begging from
the sailors and other visitors. Most of these children were orphans of the U.S. sailors who came and went
over the years. Father Shay Cullen, of PREDA, our host, shared with us that several years before he had uncovered an organized child prostitution ring that was helping to supply woman and children for sexual exploitation to the U.S. sailors.
Everything was legal. The town mayor gave operating permits and licenses to the sex clubs and bars. Some
U.S. naval officers had even made investments and profited financially. Seldom was anyone arrested or
prosecuted. It was a hideous and sinful situation as an estimated 16,000 children were trafficked and prostituted in the sex bars. This was way before we understood the complexities of human trafficking.
Many of us in the peace movement believed that if the US bases
closed down, the women and children in the Philippines would be
safer. Indeed, in 1992 the U.S. did close both the Navy base in
Olongapo and the air base in Pampanga. It was seen as a victory
for justice and decency. Unfortunately, this violence against
women and children did not stop.
This experience is one reason why the Network’s work in the past
few years to stop human trafficking has been so important to me
personally. One of the events we co-sponsored was a showing of
the film “Singers in the Band.” I watched excited young Filipina
women being lured by promoters with the promise of work in KoUte Wannig, Kathleen Kanet, and Monika
rea as singers in social clubs. When they got to Korea, there were Treber at a workshop in Erfurt, East Gerno social clubs and no music, only brothels which were desig5
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During Earth Week, we visited Imani Garden in Crown Heights, Brooklyn, where we found this
giant willow tree in distress. The lot where it lives has been sold to a developer and it is scheduled
for destruction. On Earth Day, we sent out an email call for help to save the tree to Network con6

