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Founder of Genesis Farm to be Honored
At Recognition Night
This year, the Network will honor Dominican Sister Miriam MacGillis at its annual Recognition Night on Oct. 30. (See back page for details).
We have chosen Miriam as this year’s honoree because we regard her as a
visionary peacebuilder and because we intend to make thinking about humanity’s relationship with Earth a primary focus of our work going forward.
Miriam has devoted the past 34 years to building a model of an alternative world view and way of life at Genesis Farm, 231 acres of fields,
woods and gardens located near the Delaware water gap in New Jersey. At
this critical moment in the 4-billion year history of Earth, when the rate of
extinction of our fellow creatures has become more and more alarming and
climate change alters basic conditions of life on the planet, the existence of
Miriam’s enterprise gives us hope.
Many small miracles have made the Genesis Farm project possible
from the beginning. The farm belongs to the Dominican Sisters of Caldwell,
bequeathed to them by a German baron who never met them but who simply
wanted to will his farm to a non-profit organization of some kind. His lawyer recommended the Dominicans because his children attended one of their
schools. In a mysterious way Miriam was early on put in touch with a local
Native American healer, Chief Thundercloud, who introduced her to some of
the customs of his people and to the ways their sacred lands had been desecrated. A tree he blessed with a ceremony stands at the center of the farm, a
symbol of the recovery of an understanding that Earth and all its beings are
sacred. And finally, over the years, numerous volunteers have appeared at
auspicious moments, donating their time and skills to renovate or maintain
buildings, take care of the extensive landscape or contribute to the Earth Literacy program which was central to the farm’s mission for many years.
A primary inspiration for Miriam has been the work of cultural historian and author Thomas Berry. The Earth Literacy program developed at
Genesis Farm incorporated his insights. Father Berry was an ecophilosopher and Passionist priest who through his writings called attention to
the urgency of changing the way we view our relation to Earth, from seeing
the land as separate from us and ours to exploit to an understanding that we
are Earth in its human form and intimately connected to every aspect of it.
(Continued on page 3)
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From the Director

Coming Up

The Network for Peace promotes its practices
of dialogue with a focus on important issues. Our
staff will be engaged in examining the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the UN for the period
2015 – 2030. One of those goals addresses climate
change and gave rise to the UN’s Climate Change
Summit in New York City in late September where it
was hoped that world leaders would “galvanize and
catalyze” climate action. When a Peoples Climate
March was planned for Sept. 21, two days before the
opening of this meeting, we kept our contacts fully
informed of related information, websites and events.
When the day came, an estimated 400,000 people
from all over the world marched.
To address climate change, we recognize the
need for collaboration and dialogue among all the peoples of Earth, those in this country and abroad impacted most directly by climate change, business people,
politicians, and you and me. As part in this effort, we
are initiating a program which we have named “Our
Common Ground.” Already you can see this new priority in the honoree for our Recognition Night, Miriam MacGillis, and in future Living Room Dialogues.
Our deep concern with human trafficking continues. In “Coming Up” you can see that we are presenting a session in Harlem on October 23rd to raise
more awareness of trafficking and action in that neighborhood. Previously I was part of a panel at a community conversation about trafficking sponsored by the
Tau Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority.
“The $$$ and Sense of Modern Slavery” workshop
that we mentioned in our last newsletter demonstrated
a link between trafficked labor in the fishing and apparel industries and the degradation of the environment. Care for the earth and eliminating human trafficking are related to each other. So stay tuned to dialogue about all of these issues with us.
-Virginia Dorgan, RSHM

Living Room Dialogues: Our Common
Ground Series. Each session is held at
240 E. 92 St., Apt. 3H, NYC from 6:30 to
9:30 pm. Please bring a snack to share.
RSVP by calling 212-426-5818.
Thursday, Dec. 11—Network staff share
their experience of visiting Genesis Farm
and their growing awareness of the unity
and wonder of creation.
Thursday, Jan. 15 — Sr. Veronica
Brand, RSHM, NGO delegate to the UN
talks about the work of promoting Sustainable Development goals (SDGs).
Conference, Oct. 17-18—Staff of Network for Peace attends the NCDD
(National Coalition for Dialogue and Deliberation) conference in Washington,
DC.
Thursday, Oct. 23 — Public Session,
“Slavery Here and Now,” sponsored by
St. Aloysius and All Saints churches,
6:30—9:30 pm at St. Aloysius Church,
219 W. 132d St. (between 7th &8th Aves.
Panel presentations from local service
providers and law enforcement with consideration of possibilities for action.
Light refreshments. RSVP to Network for
Peace, 212-426-5818.
Thursday, Oct. 30. — Recognition
Night honoring Miriam Therese MacGillis, OP. Marymount School of New York,
(Fifth Avenue at 84th Street)
from 6:30 to 9:00 pm . Donations $100 or
Couples $150. Donations are accepted
online at networkforpeace.com by check
or by credit card at the door.

Network for Peace through Dialogue is a 501(c)3 organization and depends on individual contributions. Any contribution you can make in cash, stock, or a bequest will help to further our work. The
address and phone number are on the cover of this newsletter. Thank you.
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Miriam MacGillis to be Honored at Recognition Night
Continued from page 1

Miriam MacGillis

Changing conditions at the farm led to the discontinuation of the Earth Literacy
program in 2012 but the principles it conveyed still find expression in the land itself.
Genesis Farm is developing self-guided meditative tours of the place through which visitors can learn about the founding inspiration, the geology of the region, the demonstration gardens and more. In addition, information about those principles and suggestions
for acting on them can be found on the Genesis Farm website, www.genesisfarm.org.
To find out about staffer Peggy Ray’s experience at the farm in the Earth Literacy program, see page 4.

At right: This view of the Genesis
Farm landscape includes solar panels
that supply most of the farm’s energy
needs. The small house to the left is a
part of a demonstration area showing
that backyard garden patches or narrow pieces of ground lining a sidewalk
can used to grow substantial quantities
of vegetables to feed a family.
Photo by Kathleen Kanet

Education Sessions on Sex Trafficking
Since publishing our educational packet “Modern Slavery: The Secret World of Trafficking of Women,” we
have been gathering stories about how it’s used. These stories, which can be helpful to others thinking about
opening conversations about sex trafficking and considering action, can be found on our website under the
heading “Topics.” (www.networkforpeace.com) Following are a few examples:
On May 8th, 2014 the staff of Network for Peace through Dialogue attended the event "Hiding in Plain Sight: A Community Discussion on Human Trafficking." It took place at the Harlem Commonwealth Council and was organized by the Tau Omega Chapter
of the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. A panel of noteworthy specialists on the topic included our director Virginia Dorgan…..
Mary Louise Loe used the packet for the last week of the course called Human Rights, which she teaches at James Madison University. She found the information to be very clear and helpful in explaining the issue. She reported that her students were surprised
about the statistics, since a number of them were not aware of this practice. She believes that "the students learnt a lot from the session on human trafficking since it struck close to home—not just some human rights issue occurring in some foreign country." She
plans to use this packet again in her next Human Rights class.
On May 19 Kathleen Kanet, and Network staff met with 20 members of the Joy J Initiative at Blessed Sacrament Church and presented an overview of the range and scope of human trafficking. She also reviewed the educational packet and presented them with
a packet. They were very interested in what was happening to children in NYC. Their mission is reaching out to the homeless in
NYC, providing them with “comfort bags” and information sources where they can get other help. They also have a website that
offers informational resources online.
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Genesis Farm: A Version of Paradise
By Peggy Ray
Some years ago I was lucky enough to stay at
Genesis Farm for 12 weeks immersed in the Earth
Literacy program there. As I had been concerned
about ecological collapse for a long time, I thought I
had found a paradise when I arrived. We were going
to try out new ways of living and thinking.

speed and agility and other creatively evolved features are becoming extinct. This represents an incredible loss to the human imagination, not to mention the disruption to the web of ecological relationships we depend on for our own survival.

Our classes met daily in a long shed rehabilitated years ago by international volunteers, now a
cozy library and resource center. We were taught by
Larry Edwards, a scientist who for many years volunteered at the farm every summer to teach the New
Story of the Universe. Over our 12-week course, he
guided us through 13 billion years from the initial
“flaring forth” (not Big Bang) of our Universe to the
current century on Earth.

We were also involved in art projects and
field trips as part of our program. One early field
trip introduced us to the geology of the region; another took us to protests against the expansion of
coal-fired generating plants along the Delaware River, a third to a thrift shop where we could explore
the possibility of shopping for lightly used clothing.

However, we were also offered the hopeful
possibility
that a new Ecozoic era could develop in
Genesis farm is situated among rolling hills
in a beautiful section of New Jersey near the Dela- its place, one in which humans would recognize our
ware Water Gap. As you approach it you find fields connections to and dependence on other life forms
where vegetables are being grown biodynamically, as part of a living Earth. All the literature in the lithat is without chemical fertilizers and pesticides and brary was there to help us figure out our part in
with special reverence for soil and seed. These fields making that happen.
are managed by a Community Supported Agriculture
In addition to learning the science of the new
(CSA) group and provide food for 300 nearby famistory of creation, my classmates and I participated in
lies.
rituals to help us reorient our minds to a new world
Once inside the farm you find a number of view, one in which we realize that we are not beings
buildings, one of which is a farmhouse that was built who live on Earth, but who are an integral part of it.
in the mid-1800s but which has the very postmodern
Each day we gathered on a hilltop where Mirifeature of a composting toilet – indoors. This toilet
saves hundreds of gallons of water that would other- am led us in a prayer to the four directions that she
wise be flushed away by ordinary plumbing while adapted from Native American practices. After that
producing usable fertilizer. One of the newer struc- we met in a tipi to plan the day. At lunch time, we
tures in the farm area is a house built of stacked gathered in a large circle in the kitchen where each
straw bales, stuccoed on the outside. This is the resi- person was invited to say something they were
dence of Miriam MacGillis, one of the guiding spirits grateful for. There were other rituals as well, marking the passage of the seasons, for example.
of Genesis Farm.

At the end of the 12 weeks, I came back to
my city apartment and Bronx streets with some new
ideas and the challenge of doing my part to find paradise in New York City. I eat locally grown food as
much as possible and promote local agriculture
however I can. I helped build a compost system
where I can bring my kitchen scraps — but a composting toilet is not likely to come my way.

It was here that we received the sad news that
because of environmental devastation caused by our
industrial processes and a mechanistic view of the
Universe, the glorious Cenozoic era of Earth is over.
At a terrifying rate creatures big and small with all
their colorful plumage, fantastic shapes, amazing
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Living Room Dialogues: Peacebuilders Series Continues
As our Peacebuilders series of dialogues has developed since we began them in 2012, we have learned a
great deal about what moves people in their lives. Relationships are key, and sometimes the influence of just one
person can take someone in an unexpected direction.
Following are excerpts from the most recent dialogues. The entire reports can be found on the Network’s
website (www.networkforpeace.com).
Priscilla Prutzman chose to tell the story of her experience as an adolescent who turned away from the values
and politics of her family through a radical act.
Priscilla grew up in Western Massachusetts where
her main interests as a youngster were horses, skiing and
theatre. Her perspective on the world began to diverge
from that of her conservative parents when she went away
to boarding school at Northfield Seminary, a school with a
long history of valuing social justice. There she met Rev.
William Sloan Coffin, a believer in the power of civil disobedience to bring social and political change. He was
arrested as a Freedom Rider early in the 1960's and was an
early admirer of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Rev. Coffin talked to students about the civil rights
movement and she felt that contributing to this was something she ought to do. After she learned of the “Bloody
Sunday” march in Selma, Alabama, she and a friend decided to go to Selma for the subsequent march without
telling their families where they were going. Members of
Priscilla’s family were opposed to the civil rights movement and regarded Dr. King as dangerous, but she had
enough money in her savings account to get her there
without her family’s help……
Winifred Doherty, RGS, grew up in a remote rural part
of Ireland where people had little contact with the world
outside their tight, traditionally Catholic community.
However, sisters would sometimes visit her school and
give out literature. Missionaries would also occasionally
visit. Winifred specially liked the white habits worn by
some sisters.
When she was 16, she told a priest that she was
thinking of becoming a sister. He immediately said, “It’s
Good Shepherd for you!” When she inquired at home she
found out that her grandaunt on her father’s side had been
a Good Shepherd and had died in Sri Lanka, and her
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At a peacebuilders dialogue: Lynn King (l) and
Priscilla Prutzman

cousin was also in the order and a missionary
in India. The link to her family proved decisive: It was Good Shepherd for her.
In her first job as a social worker, she
became interested in disadvantaged girls and
began going to Cork city at night to talk with
girls involved in street prostitution. These
relationships and later spiritual insights
showing her deep connection to people in
vulnerable circumstances became crucial to
her understanding of her mission……
Maxine Phillips was born in Pennsylvania.
She was early introduced to the ethic of caring for other people by her social worker parents and the family’s active participation in
their Methodist Church. Neither parent was
politically active, although her father was
committed to the ideals of socialism. Her
mother immigrated to this country from Italy
at a time when Italians were despised, and
along with most Italians, she had been terrified into silence by the trial and execution of
Sacco and Vanzetti. These Italian-born anarchists were executed for a murder committed during an armed robbery. Most people
around the world believed they were innocent
of the crime but convicted because of their
political beliefs. Her father was later made
fearful by the McCarthy era and worried that
he could lose his federal job …..
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RECOGNITION NIGHT 2014
Honoring Miriam Therese McGillis, OP and Genesis Farm
...fostering Earth literacy since 1980

Refreshments, wine/soda, auction and wonderful people.
Marymount School of New York
(Fifth Avenue at 84th Street)
from 6:30 to 9:00 pm October 30, 2014

.
Donations $100 or Couples $150
Donations are accepted online at networkforpeace.com
by check or by credit card at the door.

RSVP to Network for Peace through Dialogue, 240 E. 93d St., #3H, NY 10128
212-426-5818
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