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Past and Present Board Members and Staff to
be Honored on Recognition Night
“The wonderful and rich work and mission of the Network for Peace
through Dialogue (formerly called the Center of International Learning) has
always been done with energy, joy and goodness of heart by members of our
staff and board. Thus this year at Recognition Night we are honoring all
those former (and present) board and staff who have journeyed with us over
the years. We are a community, a people working together to make change.
As we continue to confront dehumanizing challenges, we also want to celebrate our community and accomplishments.” – Kathleen Kanet
With these words, a net was cast to bring as many past and present
staff and board members together as possible for this year’s Recognition
Night, which will take place October 25, 6:30 – 9:00 at Marymount School
in New York.
The goal for the evening is to celebrate our collective effort, have a
good time, and, just as important, to get a sense of the ways that the values of
the Network are being carried into the future through the on-going ventures
of our colleagues. For Kathleen Kanet and Virginia Dorgan, leaders of the
Network, the values dearest to their hearts would include desires to promote
dialogue, to live with a sense of joy, to develop a contemplative attitude, to
hone the skills of working in collaboration, to build community, and to contribute to creating a culture of non-violence.
Many of those invited are now scattered across the globe and will not
be able to attend, but the invitation also asked them some pertinent questions: “What work are you currently doing? With whom? How has your
present work been influenced by your work with us? How does dialogue
continue to play an important role in your work toward peace?” We have
not heard from everyone, but the responses we have received so far have
been rewarding. Here are some examples:
Hayato Nakayama
Hayato arrived at the Network in 2009 after finding us on the internet
and volunteered to work as an intern. His commitment to peace and to dialogue was inspiring at the time he worked on the staff, and it is obvious that
it has continued to infuse his work. He writes:
“Currently, I am enrolled in a program, Peace and Conflict Studies, at
the University of Manitoba in Canada. I just started my research, which is
about history problems mainly between Japan, China, and South Korea. One
of the main questions is how to deal with and compensate for past wrongs or
(Continued on page 2)
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Responses from Some Recognition Night Honorees
(Continued from Page 1)
Hayato Nakayama

past human rights violations in order to move forward to achieve
peace…. This is a very interesting study: What is the right way to come
to terms with the past?....
“...Within Peace and Conflict Studies, we learn how to solve issues without relying on violence, and dialogue is one of the best ways to
achieve non-violent conflict resolutions. Even in my research topic, I believe in the power of dialogue. If the Japanese, the Chinese, and the Koreans really talk and dialogue without any political and economic interests,
we might find a way to solve our history problems. All of us need to
question ourselves, ‘If I were them, I would feel …’ This should be a
starting point of finding any solution….
“I will keep advocating dialogue as a means of making peace. I
am sure that the Network will continue to be a leading dialoguepromoting peace organization.”

Laura Fernandez
For many years, Laura contributed valuable ideas and insight
to the Board of Directors. She writes in answer to the questions about
how her work with the Network affects her present activities: “I continue to work as a manager at a large child welfare agency, Edwin
Gould Services for Children and Families…. I have a clear understanding of the difference between debate and dialogue and I value
the power of dialogue to increase understanding, especially at times of
conflict. I also think about the connections between global and local
issues/conflicts. All the major world conflicts come down to the local
person and conflicts between people so sometimes starting small with
promoting dialogue between individuals can make a powerful difference.
“I think I am more attuned to the ways that we don’t really listen to each other in day-to-day life.
We want to win our argument or prove we have the answer or the moral high ground. When we tried to
encourage dialogue with people who think differently from us, I realized how hard it is to really listen and
value their perspectives… without trying to show them they are wrong according to my values.
A new educational resource, “Modern Slavery: The Secret World of Trafficking
of Women,” is now available from Network for Peace through Dialogue. This
resource, which includes a DVD, background information and an outline for discussion, features passionate anti-trafficking activist Sr. Eugenia Bonetti. Modeled
on the Network’s “Living Room Dialogue” program and useful for all audiences,
from schools to community groups, it is an excellent tool for opening the subject
of sex trafficking and considering actions for ending it.
The packet can be purchased for $10 plus $5 for shipping and handling from:
Network for Peace through Dialogue, 240 E. 93d St., #3H, New York, NY 10128
or online at www.networkforpeace.com.
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Modern Slavery: It’s Global, It’s Local
A Response to the Network’s Educational Resource
The Network has encouraged groups using “Modern Slavery,” the Network’s new educational resource on human trafficking, to report back to us on the discussions evoked by the material. Following are
excerpts from a report sent us about a meeting at Cormaria, a retreat house and spiritual center run by the
Religious of the Sacred Heart of Mary (RSHM) in Sag Harbor, N.Y., where participants identified examples of trafficking in their own community and began to reflect on actions they could take together.
“...Before saying goodbye for the summer season this year, Sister Ann invited all the local
‘Wednesday women’ to attend a final breakfast and listen to a special presentation by Sister Kathleen Kanet, [one of] the founder[s] of Network for Peace through Dialogue. The topic would be on modern day
slavery and sex trafficking – not the kind of subject one casually discusses after pastries and coffee. Usually the last gathering of the season ends on a rather meaningful if not nostalgic note, but I hadn’t anticipated
that it would turn out to be as memorable and poignant as it was. This rather unprecedented guest lecture
sparked an incredible bond and sense of community amongst the women, bringing unity and a sense of responsibility to the forefront.
“...As she began educating everyone on one of the biggest humanitarian epidemics of the 21st century — human slavery, particularly that of women and minors who are forced into prostitution — a sense of
inspiration, concern, and a call to service suddenly arose in the room. Many misconceptions were put to
rest, including that the women who end up exploited for sex do this of their own choosing….
“This is something that could well be happening under our noses, and right in our community, I
thought. After all in a place like the Hamptons, which is a very affluent and service driven area, basically
anything goes – even if it goes on behind the surface. Let’s face it, where there is excess of wealth everything is more or less permissible and available. Not to mention that New York City is only a couple of
hours away.
“As I mentioned this to my fellow listeners, the women started to shake their heads. The topic really
hit close to home when one of the women in the room shared a story about a Russian girl who was hired as
a maid, and was practically forced to work around the clock with no days off. Another shared how a place
that posed as a local eatery for ‘working men’ in the landscaping and construction business was also an underground brothel, causing the place to be shut down by the authorities.
“What started out as an incredulous phenomenon to be happening ‘right in our backyards’ incited a
real sense of community amongst everyone present. Women who had seen each other for years at Cormaria,
but never properly introduced themselves to the other regular attendees, exchanged lively conversation and
traded phone numbers and email addresses at the end. New friendships were forged, old friendships were
solidified. What can WE do as a group? How can we make a difference? Where and how do we begin?
“It takes such inspirational figures like Sisters Kanet and Sister Marino and a meeting place like
Cormaria, to bring us all together and impart a sense of responsibility, community, and service. The core
values of Cormaria inspire us all to extend our efforts of good will beyond prayer, and reach out into the
world to make a difference – to stand up tall and recognize that the power of one is strong, but the power of
a community is stronger.
“To learn more how you can support social causes and take a stand toward prosecuting sex traffickers log onto www.networkforpeace.com. For ongoing programs, events, and information on Cormaria, visit
www.cormaria.org.”
Claudia Ghetu, Founder & Editor of IndieWomanMag.com
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From the Director

Coming up

As we had hoped, many people are using our booklet
and DVD Modern Slavery to inform groups about sex trafficking and lead them to action to stop it. Five hundred copies already have found their way to Australia, Canada, Italy,
and almost every state of the union. Sr. Eugenia Bonetti who
is featured in the DVD is distributing 50 of them and the
Franciscan Federation ordered 62 copies. We are collecting
stories about the use of this educational resource so that the
stories can inspire more dialogue, more thought, more imagination and lots and lots of action to stop this horrible trade in
humans. One story appears on p. 3 of this newsletter and
others are being added to our website as they come in. Together we can make a difference in this lucrative inhumane
business. To see the stories, go to:
http://www.networkforpeace.com/OurNetwork/sessions.html.
In a sense, fall begins a new year and so we rethink
our program. We will continue to promote the use of our
Modern Slavery packet and we will begin a series of Living
Room Dialogues called “Women as Peacemakers,” featuring
journeys of women as they effect changes in society and in
their own lives as well. During the first year of this program
we will highlight women religious who were influenced by
the Vatican Council which took place 50 years ago.
In our office we had a computer disaster. The power
source gave out on the computer which housed our Shared
Drive. That is where everything is stored. We had backed it
up a month before but the “experts” were unable to retrieve
the info. However, now we are almost up and running technologically and are ready for another active year.

September, October, November
Gather and report stories on the use of
the “Modern Slavery” educational
resource packet.
Tuesday, October 9, 6:30—9 pm
Network Office, 240 E. 93d St., #3H
Session 1 of “Women as Peacemakers” Living Room Dialogue series.
Sr. Kathleen Maire, a Franciscan sister,
will share her journey and the turning
points of her life, including her work in
South America and supporting lowincome housing in Brooklyn. Bring a
bit of supper to share. RSVP by calling
212-426-5818.
Oct 25 (Thursday) Recognition Night
6:30 p.m. Marymount School of
New York, 1026 Fifth Avenue.
Celebrating with past and present staff
and board members. (See article on p.
1.) As usual, Guy Bennett will lead the
auction. The requested donation for
this delightful evening is $100, $150
for couples. Call 212-426-5818 and
reserve your space.

AT OUR RECOGNITION NIGHT WE WILL HAVE A WISH LIST.
YOU CAN HELP.
Send donation to:
Network for Peace through Dialogue, 240 East 93d St., #3H, New York, NY 10128
Wish List

Name __________________________________________________ $15.49 Hi Yield Brother Ink Cartridge

$25 for refreshments for a staff meeting
Address ________________________________________________ $31.90 10 reams of paper
$35 membership Non-profit Coordinating Committee
_______________________________________________________ $240 One year web access
$299 (new) video camera (or a used one)
Phone _____________________ E-mail _____________________ $5,000 1 year service of a web editor
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More Responses
(Continued from Page 2)
Negash Abdurahman
While on the Board, Negash introduced us to dedicated Ethiopians
who sacrifice much for their country’s men and women. He writes: “I am
currently working with a group [Solidarity Movement for a New Ethiopia,
www.smne.org] that is trying to promote national reconciliation in Ethiopia. As you know Ethiopia has been traumatized by 40 years of war, famine and dictatorship. It is a country that needs much healing. It also happens to be my country of birth….
“Much of what I do is influenced by what I learned about peace and
dialogue at CIL and Network for Peace. Without dialogue, it's impossible
to bring people together. Promoting dialogue where there is an asymmetrical power relationship is one of the central challenges I see.”

Karen Ross
As a staff member, Karen facilitated the Network’s innovative on-line
Shaping Our Future program. She writes: “I am currently working as an instructor at the Indiana University School of Education, where I am also completing my dissertation on peace education programs bringing together Jewish
and Palestinian citizens of Israel. In addition, I continue my work in more
explicitly dialogue-related endeavors through Soliya, an organization where I
have been a volunteer since 2004. At Soliya I train and coach dialogue facilitators who facilitate cross-cultural dialogue between college students in the
US, Europe, and the Muslim/Arab world….
“I don't think there is anything that plays a more important role for me
than dialogue. I have had the opportunity to think about and conduct peacerelated work through international, national and grassroots/community endeavors, and it always strikes me how many similarities there are between
these different levels of peace-building, with dialogue playing a central role in
each. So when I think about my work in the future, I always see dialogue as
playing a part in that work, no matter in what capacity. And this extends beyond explicitly peace-building work, as well. As a teacher I use dialogue as a
pedagogical tool.”

Dialogue: A conversation with a center, not sides. It is a way of taking the energy of our differences
and channeling it toward something that has never been done before. It lifts us out of our polarization
and into a greater common sense and is thereby a means of accessing the intelligence and power of
people.
Network for Peace through Dialogue is a 501(c)3 organization and depends on individual contributions. Any contribution you can make in cash, stock, or a bequest will help to further our work. The
address and phone number are on the cover of this newsletter. Thank you.
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Network for Peace through Dialogue
Recognition Night 2012
Honoring Past and Present Staff and Board Members
Thursday, October 25, 6:30—9:00 pm
Marymount School, Fifth Avenue at 84th St., NYC
Donation $100, $150 for couples
RSVP to Network for Peace through Dialogue
240 E. 93d St.. #3H, 10128
212-426-5818
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